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Water, sanitation, and climate resilience – keys to a water-wise future 

Call for Submissions 
The International Water Association’s Water and Development Congress & Exhibition (WDCE) 2023 will once again deliver a 
comprehensive programme focused on the water-related needs of low- and middle-income countries. It will feature Keynote 
addresses by leading sector figures, specially invited to share their experiences in shaping and delivering solutions. The programme 
will also provide a unique platform for water professionals to present and share their recent findings and insights. This will give you 
an opportunity to: 

 Create new, inspiring solutions to the world’s water development challenges 
 Validate and disseminate work by presenting it during a world-class Congress 
 Learn and grow professionally through privileged access to the best content, cross-sector knowledge, and diverse experiences 
 Expand your network and meet new professional partners by engaging with the leading water experts 

We invite you to submit your proposal to participate. There are two options available here: technical paper, and workshop. 

About the Water and Development Congress & Exhibition 2023 
The IWA Water and Development Congress & Exhibition is a forum for showcasing new science, technology and practical solutions 
across the entire water cycle that can work at scale in low- and middle-income countries. With an overarching theme of Water, 
sanitation, and climate resilience – keys to a water-wise future, the 2023 edition will present solutions spanning water and 
sanitation services, the role of water in urban areas, the links between cities and basins, and the opportunities to achieve climate 
resilience. 

The 7th IWA Water and Development Congress & Exhibition will build on successful previous editions and provide an opportunity to 
enhance knowledge and expertise exchange amongst the anticipated several thousand international and national delegates. 
Attendees come from a variety of backgrounds, including practitioners, utility managers, government officials, NGO representatives, 
technology providers, consultants, researchers, media, and other key stakeholders.  

Water, sanitation, and climate resilience – keys to a water-wise future  

With the 2030 deadline of the UN sustainable development agenda approaching fast, huge water-related needs remain. At the same 
time, the great deal of work that is underway and expected presents a window of opportunity. Around 2 billion people still lack 
access to safely managed drinking water services, and about half of the world’s population is not served by safe sanitation – most of 
them living in low- and middle-income countries. Ensuring universal access to drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene by 2030 will 
demand a fourfold increase in the pace of progress. Huge investments are being and will be directed towards water and sanitation 
infrastructure, particularly in the Global South. The question is: can this investment be directed to ensure that the next 10 years are 
truly a golden age in water and sanitation?  

The dilemma is that, on the one hand, new infrastructure and services could follow established, conventional approaches that are 
carbon intensive. On the other hand, there is a window of opportunity to do things differently in a low carbon way – energy neutral, 
efficient, and making productive use of water where the value captured from water and from waste streams is maximised. Just as 
the Global South was able to ‘leapfrog’ use of fixed wires in communications infrastructure, it can also avoid reliance on the slow, 
costly, mechanistic, and heavy legacy of centralised water and wastewater systems – by moving to off-grid, distributed and circular 
systems. These radically different systems, of which there are increasing examples around the world, will need innovations in science 
and practice – ones that underpin a ‘new-normal’ in water management. Furthermore, take-up of these systems will need to be 
coupled with new innovative governance and financial models if there are to be successful at scale. 

In this context, the 7th edition of the IWA Water and Development Congress & Exhibition will encourage participants to re-imagine 
water by sharing knowledge on innovations in science and practice, highlighting the opportunities of securing a ‘new-normal’ in 



water and sanitation policy, technology, and management. The event will provide a unique opportunity for water professionals from 
a variety of backgrounds and different geographies to exchange knowledge, experience and best practice that are accelerating 
progress towards ensuring safe, sustainable, and climate-resilient water and sanitation services for all. 

THEMATIC SCOPE FOR TECHNICAL PAPERS AND WORKSHOPS 

The Technical Paper and Workshop programme will be delivered through five broad thematic tracks: Drinking water treatment and 
supply; Wastewater treatment and sanitation services; Integrated water management and planning; Utility management and 
operation; and Governance and finance. Contributions are sought on global best practice, applied research, policy developments and 
solutions relating to challenges faced by water professionals in low- and middle-income countries. Presenting is a valuable 
opportunity to establish links with members of the community of world-leading water professionals. Contributions are sought in 
particular on the following topics: 

 Circular economy 
 Climate smart approaches to water and sanitation 
 Digital transformation 
 Intermittent water supply and the quest for 24/7  
 Inclusive urban sanitation 
 Inclusiveness and equality 

 Innovation in technology and policy 
 Nature-based solutions in supply, sanitation,  

and stormwater 
 Partnerships and multi-stakeholder collaboration 
 Water and sanitation safety plans

 

 

Technical Papers 

A technical paper is a scientific-technical abstract that summarizes global best practices, applied research, policy development or 
innovation solutions to challenges faced by water professionals in low- and middle-income countries. 

Why submit a Technical Paper? 

 You wish to validate and disseminate your work by presenting 
it as an oral presentation or as a poster display during a world-
class Congress; 

 If your submission is accepted for a platform presentation, it 
will also be reviewed for publication in one of the IWA 
Publishing journals. The final decision on publication will be 
taken by the editors of the journal. 

 Congress delegates will receive access to a full set of electronic 
proceedings online including the final programme and your 
paper or digital poster. (Note a formal proceedings book will 
not be published.) 

What to submit? 

To submit a proposal, please use the template available on the 
Congress website. Your initial submission must be in the form of an 
outline paper: two A4 pages of text (approximately 1,000 words) plus 
up to two additional pages of tables/figures. This must persuasively 
summarise your proposed presentation. This must be uploaded to our 
online submission system before 30 April 2023. 

You may submit as many outline papers as you want. However, no 
individual can present more than two platform papers/posters. Any 
further papers must be presented by a coauthor. 

How are proposals selected? 

Your submitted proposal will be peer reviewed by a Programme 
Advisory Committee of international experts. Programme selections 
are based on the scores and comments of those experts. Presenters 
will be notified of acceptance / rejection by 7 August 2023. 

Your submission must clearly define the objectives, status, 
methodology, findings and significance of the investigation, study or 
practical case. 

Three fundamental questions determine whether a paper will be 
accepted into the Congress programme: Is the work novel? Is it correct 
and well presented? Is it interesting? To improve your chance of 
success, consider the following criteria. 

1. Ensure that your paper fits the thematic tracks and that it is 
relevant for experts and non-experts. 

2. Submit original content. Describe breakthrough technology, 
new concepts, novel applications of established concepts, or 
improvements to existing theories (with new supporting data). 

3. Ensure that the work is well developed. If you can show 
concrete results that are well supported by data, your paper is 
more likely to be accepted. 

4. Clearly show how significant your work is. Your research must 
be relevant for your country, region or for other researchers 
and/or professionals working in your field.  

5. Prepare your outline with care, organise your material well, 
write clearly in plain English, prepare your graphics 
professionally, and make sure your information is accurate, up 
to date, and referenced.  

6. Commercial content will not be accepted for the scientific–
technical programme as platform presentations or posters. 
However, this type of material is welcomed at the trade 
exhibition or perhaps in a business forum. 

. 

 

 

 



Workshops 
Workshops are meetings at which a group of people engage in intensive and constructive discussion and activity on a particular 
subject area or issue. There should ideally be a clear output from a workshop. 

Why submit a Workshop proposal? 

 You are keen to contribute to the development of the water 
sector by preparing a highly interactive session that will engage 
fellow water professionals  

 You want to create in a session new inspiring solutions to the 
world’s water development challenges 

What to submit? 

To submit a Workshop proposal, please use the template available on 
the Congress website. Your proposal must be uploaded to our online 
submission system before 30 April 2023. 

How are proposals selected? 

The Programme Advisory Committee will review the workshop 
proposals on the basis of the following key criteria and a few other 
criteria: 

1. Interactive Facilitation method (30 %).  
There should be a clear distinction between workshops and the 
scientific-technical sessions of the Conference: workshops will 
not be approved if they simply replicate the full oral 
presentation sessions of the main programme. Possible 
methods to include Roundtable discussions, World Café Style, 

Individual/ group exercises or other format that facilitates lively 
and constructive discussion of an issue.  

2. Expected output (making an impact) (30 %)  
The conference is aiming to make an impact, and is therefore 
interested to hear the expected output of your intensive and 
constructive discussion, as well as your proposed way to take 
this output further into the water sector. 

3. Subject (20%).  
The subject area is new, complex, rapidly evolving, potentially 
controversial, interdisciplinary, or is such that discussion will 
better contribute to delivering an output and making an 
impact. 

And some other criteria (20%) listed in the template 

Anyone can submit a workshop proposal. However, the selection will 
take into account the alignment of the proposal to the rationale of 
the Congress, the geographic and knowledge diversity of the 
workshop organisers, and the capability of organizing an enriching 
interactive opportunity to fellow delegates 

 

 

 

Event registration requirements 

Every presenter (platform, poster, workshop and panel) and every 
session organiser (and facilitators) will be required to register as a 
paying delegate and attend the Congress. If you are presenting, you 
are eligible for discounted registration fees. Presenters and organisers 
are responsible for their own travel and accommodation expenses.  

You do not need to be a member of IWA to present, but members 
receive larger discounts on registration fees and receive other 
membership benefits. More information about IWA membership is 
available at https://iwa-network.org/join/.  

 

More information 

Further details, guidance, and templates to use for making a submission are available on the Congress website 
https://waterdevelopmentcongress.org/ 

In order to receive updates about the event, please join our mailing list on the Congress website.

 

KEY DATES 
15 February 2023 Online submission opens 
30 April 2023 Close of online submission 
3 July 2023 Registration opens 
7 August 2023 Presenters notified of 

acceptance/rejection 
24 September 2023 Deadline for accepted presenters to 

register / supply full papers  
  


